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Process of digitizing ULBs AFS Data
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Cityf inance. in(CF Portal)  is  a  platform that  provides consistent,  up-to-date,  and
rel iable f inancial  information about cit ies  in  India,  start ing with local  urban
bodies.  I t  helps cit ies  compare and learn from each other by offering standardized
data on various f inancial  aspects.  

The latest  report  from the Fifteenth Finance Commission (15th FC) suggests
providing a  total  of  Rs.1 ,08,916 crore in  grants  for Urban Local  Bodies (ULBs) for
the years 2021-26.
The Ministry of  Housing and Urban Affairs  (MoHUA),  part  of  the Government of
India,  is  responsible  for managing and distributing these grants  from the 15th FC
to the ULBs.
To make things easier,  an onl ine Grant Management module has been put  in  place
on cityf inance. in.This  system simpli f ies  the interaction between ULBs,  State Urban
Development Departments (UDDs),  and MoHUA,  making it  easier  for information
to be submitted and f low smoothly  from ULBs to State UDDs and then to MoHUA.  

Each ULB accesses the cityf inance. in  portal  to submit  necessary documents for
compliance with the el igibi l i ty  criteria  of  the 15th FC Grants.  As  a  component of
these condit ions,  ULBs upload their  audited f inancial  statements,  complete with
the auditor 's  s ignature and report,  for  the 15th FC Grants  in  PDF formats.

BACKGROUND

https://cityfinance.in/home
https://fincomindia.nic.in/ShowContent.aspx?uid1=3&uid2=0&uid3=0&uid4=0


The main objective for standardiz ing the AFS uploaded by the ULBs is  to bring

consistency in  the format of  AFS across ULBs in  India.

Many states in  India prescribe their  own set  of  (mult iple)  municipal  f inance

acts/rules

       ( i)   85  dif ferent  acts  across 28 states*

       ( i i)  High variat ion in  formats across States for preparing ULB annual  accounts-

The standardizat ion exercise aids  the pol icymakers and other stakeholders get

rel iable data in  a  comparable format for analysis  and use.  

By storing 10,847**  AFS documents of  ULBs,  the CF portal  acts  as  the f inal  platform

for looking into root-level  metrics  of  c ity  systems
*Source:https ://cityf inance. in/home portal

**As on December 13  2023

NEED FOR STANDARDIZATION

https://cityfinance.in/resources-dashboard/learning-center/municipal-laws
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STARTING STANDARDIZATION
PROCESS

All  the ULB f i les  which are el ig ible  for standardizat ion

are added in  a  batch and is  sent  to the standardizat ion

team.

The batch wi l l  be of  an Excel  format having ULBs who

have submitted the AFS data,  that  has been approved

by State and above.

The frequency of  f i les  sent  in  each batch would be 500

fi les.  

Back to Flowchart



Checks fol lowed by standardizat ion team are l isted as  fol lows:-

Whether al l  the document l inks are opening

Whether the correct  f i les  are uploaded 

Whether the schedules to the FS are uploaded

Whether the Balance Sheets  are tal ly ing

Whether the Total  amounts of  each l ine i tem is  tal ly ing with the schedule given

Whether the AFS formats are as  per the prescribed NMAM format

DATA
COMPLETENESS CHECK

Back to Flowchart



ERROR CHECKING

The AFS f i les  which fai led to sat isfy  the main checks wi l l  get  rejected and

is  classif ied later as  “Error Fi les”

The Error Fi les  wi l l  be sent  back in  a  specif ic  format.

On the other hand,  correct  f i les  that  sat isfy  the standardizat ion team’s

checkl ist  criteria  are sent  for standardizat ion by adding to a  specif ic

sheet  known as the Input  Sheet.

This  sheet  is  used for uploading the standardized data in  the portal .

Back to Flowchart



Input Sheet

The correct fi le values are added to an input sheet

manually by the standardization team.

This is done based on the NMAM(National Municipal

Accounts Manual) format which has 77 l ine items.

The input sheet is divided into different parts that

consist of sections having Income, Expenditure, Assets

and Liabilities.

 

DATA STANDARDIZATION

Back to Flowchart



INPUT SHEET

Following are the line

items in the Input

sheet



ACCESSING THE
STANDARDIZED FILES 

The standardized f i les  could be accessed in  two ways from the cityf inance

portal : -

Using the City  Dashboard1 .

Using the Resources Section2.

Along with standardized f i les,  the documents which were uploaded by the ULB

can also be accessed from both the section in  PDF and Excel  formats 



ACCESSING THE STANDARDIZED
FILES FROM CITY DASHBOARD

Search for Cityf inance. in  and enter the ULB name in the search box.

https://cityfinance.in/home


The dashboard of  the respective ULB appears,  scrol l  down to v iew the f inancial  data.

ACCESSING THE STANDARDIZED
FILES FROM CITY DASHBOARD



Select  Balance Sheet  & Income Statement to v iew the standardized data.

Standard
ized Excel 

ACCESSING THE STANDARDIZED
FILES FROM CITY DASHBOARD



To access the f i le  uploaded by ULB go to Cityf inance. in  and select  the resources sect ion.

ACCESSING THE STANDARDIZED
FILES FROM RESOURCES

https://cityfinance.in/home


Under resources section select  datasets  and type the ULB name and select  the f inancial  year.  Toggle

between Income statement and Balance sheet  to v iew respective f i les .

Financial Year Selection

ACCESSING THE STANDARDIZED
FILES FROM RESOURCES



CONTACT US ON
contact@cityf inance. in

mailto:contact@cityfinance.in

